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Schilling Robotics and Gregg Drilling announce new seabed soil testing
system
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Schilling Robotics, LLC, experts in subsea control systems, and Gregg
Drilling and Testing, Inc., experts in drilling and geotechnical testing services, announced today
the delivery of a new Cone Penetration Testing (CPT) system for deep-water seabed soil
testing. Gregg is commencing in-water testing of the system today in Long Beach Harbor,
California. Once harbor testing is complete, the system will then be sent to work offshore in
June 2009.Schilling supplied the control system and hydraulics for the Gregg-designed CPT
system. The control system consists of electrical and communications components, subsea
hydraulics, along with topside hardware, console components, and advanced component
monitoring and diagnostic software. Gregg's CPT is performed using a cylindrical penetrometer
with a cone tip penetrating the seabed at a constant rate. The resulting measurement analysis
reveals detailed soil conditions, including soil type, stratigraphy, and shear strength parameters.
Typical uses of the submersible Gregg CPT unit may include pipeline lay, seabed foundations,
cable routes, ports and harbors, and environmental surveys.
"The development of a flexible control system that can be scaled to meet Gregg's needs
provides a key additional capability to their CPT system. The inherent modularity of Schilling's
control system is an important benefit to our customers in that it can be configured to meet
various component system needs and constraints, providing one sub-system that is scalable to
any size project," commented Mike Owens, program manager for Schilling Robotics, LLC.
"In researching control systems we learned that Schilling provides state-of-the-art equipment
with the most advanced and reliable technology available on the market, as well as offering
proven experience in custom-built control systems. Schilling's worldwide presence offers
fast-responding customer service anywhere around the globe that we may be working. There is
distinct value in combining the latest Schilling subsea technology with our team of industry
professionals to produce a competitive edge in the market," says John Gregg, president of
Gregg Drilling & Testing, Inc.
Along with John Gregg, two industry-leading professionals have enabled the Company to be a
market leader in CPT design and operations. Ron Boggess, marine services operations
manager, and Dr. Peter Robertson, technical manager, bring a combination of over 30 years
experience designing, building, and operating state-of-the-art CPT systems, as well as being
acknowledged authorities on in-situ testing techniques, particularly on the electric cone
penetration and seismic cone penetration tests. Robertson has authored over 100 technical
papers on the cone, dilatometer, and pressure meter and published a manual on the use and
interpretation of cone penetration testing.
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